
 

Brian James Jacobson Cold Water Awareness Day 
Saturday, 10:00 am, April 9, 2005, Harriet Island, St. Paul, MN 

By Ron Jacobson, Brian's grandfather 

 

On Saturday morning at 10:00 am we held a News Conference in St. Paul to talk about Brian and 

to tell about the danger of cold water to swimmers. Three TV stations came and brought their big 

cameras and microphones to see and hear. Three cameramen and two TV reporters were there. 

We were very happy and grateful that they came to cover the story. 

 

 
Photo by Tim O'Donnell 

 

The first person to talk was Joel Heyn.  He is a Conservation Officer with the Minnesota 

Department of Natural Resources.  His job is to help people enjoy nature and be safe doing that.  

He welcomed everyone and said that the day had been officially proclaimed Brian James 

Jacobson Cold Water Awareness Day by Governor Tim Pawlenty. 

 

He then said that the DNR, Red Cross and the Jacobson family were here to remind people about 

how the the water in lakes and rivers is still cold even after the ice disappears and how the cold 

water can make it impossible to swim.  He said that the Mississippi River behind him was about 

40 degrees F right now.  If a person fell into the river, he would soon be unable to move his arms 

and legs.  This means that the person soon could not swim and would drown.  This is what we 

think happened to Brian last spring on April 30, 2004.  We also think if he had only known how 

dangerous the cold water was and how it would make it impossible for him to swim, he might 

have done something else and would still be with us. 



 

 

 
 

This is a copy of the official State Document that the Governor signed for Brian's day.  The 

Secretary of State, Mary Kiffmeyer also signed the document and made a copy to record for the 

State archives.  Brian's Mom and Dad have the original document. 
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Next, Brian's Grandpa Ron (that's me) spoke.  I said we really miss Brian and that is why we are 

here.  We want to honor Brian and we want to warn children and adults about the danger of cold 

water so that they will be safe and not drown. 

 

Then I spoke about what happened to Brian.  It was Friday afternoon, 4/30/04, school was out 

and Brian and his sister Laura were home down by the lake.  It was sunny and windy.  While 

playing along the shore, a toy began to float away, apparently caught by the wind.  Laura wadded 

in after it.  Brian pushed the family duck boat into the water and floated out to his sister.  She 

caught the boat, pushed it back to shore and told Brian to wait.  Then she wadded out again after 

the toy.  Brian didn't wait, and soon sailed past his sister in the boat, no oars, no life jacket.  

Seeing that he was being blown away, he dived into the water to swim back to shore.  He soon 

disappeared.  His sister screamed, a visiting college student ran over, dived in, but soon 

developed cramps due to the cold water and had to return to shore.  It was already too late.  Four 

hours later volunteers lead by the LeSeur county sheriff found Brian's body.  Brian had drowned. 

 

We are not sure what happened to Brian as he tried to swim to shore.  From the news conference, 

Kare-11 reporter Renee Tessman gave an interesting comment in her story* on the Kare-11 web 

page.  In the middle of her report she said the following:  "You may think Bria�Q�¶�V���V�W�R�U�\���L�V���D�E�R�X�W��
�K�\�S�R�W�K�H�U�P�L�D�����,�W���L�V�Q�¶�W�����7�U�X�H���K�\�S�R�W�K�H�U�P�L�D���G�R�H�V�Q�¶�W���V�H�W���L�Q���X�Q�W�L�O���V�R�P�H�R�Q�H���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���L�Q���W�K�H���Z�D�W�H�U��������
�P�L�Q�X�W�H�V�����7�K�D�W�¶�V���D�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J���W�R���W�K�H���8���6�����&�R�D�V�W���*�X�D�U�G���Z�K�L�F�K���V�D�\�V���W�K�H�U�H���D�U�H���D�F�W�X�D�O�O�\���W�Z�R���V�W�D�J�H�V��
before hypothermia: cold shock and swimming failure. Of 58 cold water drownings examined by 

�W�K�H���&�R�D�V�W���*�X�D�U�G�����������S�H�R�S�O�H���G�L�H�G���E�H�I�R�U�H���K�\�S�R�W�K�H�U�P�L�D���V�H�W���L�Q�����7�K�D�W�¶�V���Z�K�D�W���%�U�L�D�Q�¶�V���I�D�P�L�O�\���V�D�\�V��
happened to him. He disappeared below the surface in a matter of a few minutes." 

* See web page: http://www.kare11.com/news/news_article.aspx?storyid=78009 


